
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1970 London - Mexico World Cup Rally  
1969 Works Ford Escort 1850cc - FTW 47H - Car 85  

 

This truly was a great marathon event of 16,000 miles:  96 cars started from 

Wembley Stadium and did 4,500 miles before reaching Lisbon six days later.  

The list of cars was then down to 71.  After a further tour of 11,500 miles  

in South America only 23 cars survived. 
 

Hand built to Factory Team specification by British Vita under the supervision 

of Ford Works Boreham Competition Department staff specifically for  

the manufacturer’s assault on the event, the car was driven by  

the pairing of Colin Malkin and Richard Hudson-Evans.   
 

They were unfortunately hit by a truck in Yugoslavia and retired. 

FTW 47H was then returned to the UK and repaired wearing the livery  

and number plates of FEV 1H, to be used by Ford as the post-event press car. 

Purchased by Roger Clark a couple of years later. 

That livery of FEV 1H was kept until September 2023. 
 

The owners’ long-held goal for the car to reach Mexico and thereby  

complete the original WCR 1970 challenge was achieved 53 years later  

in September 2023 by completing the Alaska to Mexico Rally. 
 

The car is still in regular use and completed this year's 

Pearl Rally in India. 
 

 

Owners:   Simon Spinks & Jim Grayson              


